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Dear Colleagues, 

Happy New Year to all!  January is the month of new beginnings, cold weather and short days 

with many hours of darkness.  Time to get back to work and the daily grind now that the 

holidays are over.  2026 marks the start of the 250th anniversary year of the United States of 

America, so expect many patriotic events to begin to unfold.  Our chapter plans on 

commemorating the nation's 250th birthday on June 7, 2026; featuring a program of patriotic 

music at the United States Naval Academy.  Also, we will close applications for our chapter's 

$500 Organ Scholarship on January 15, 2026, so please encourage your students and 

colleagues to pass the word and submit applications. 

 

Our workshop with Monica Berney is scheduled for March 7, 2026, from 9:30am to 12:00pm at 

St. Martin's Lutheran Church in Annapolis, MD.  Monica has degrees from the Curtis Institute 

of Music (Philadelphia, PA) and Rice University's Shepherd School of Music (Houston, TX).  She 

currently serves as the Director of Music at St. Paul's Parish on K Street in Washington, DC.  

Monica would like to invite members to bring their favorite pieces to play for her.  They can be 

pieces that were learned over the past few years, where participants would enjoy having some 

input from a teacher on how to make the music more expressive and how to manage the 

console (such as registration ideas to make the music stand out). 

 

Notable composers celebrating birthdays in January include Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (4 

Jan); Max Bauch (6 Jan); Alexander Scriabin (6 Jan); Maurice Duruflé (11 Jan); Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart (27 Jan) and Franz Schubert (31 Jan).  Founding Father Benjamin Franklin 

was born on January 17, 1706. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Bill 

  



 

 

ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP  
for 2026 Last Call! 
The Gilley-Stornetta Organ Scholarship is available 
now for applicants ages 21 and under!  If you 
know of interested piano and/or organ students, 
please direct them to our website 
http://annapolisago.org. Guidelines and 
Application can be found there. Deadline to 
apply for our $500 scholarship is January 
15, 2026.  The Scholarship Committee would 
appreciate your assistance in getting this 
information distributed.  Coordinator, Cindy 
Carlton, can be reached at 
scholarship@annapolisago.org.  

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE 
FUTURE EVENTS IN 2026: 
March 7 - Monica Berney workshop. 

April 25 - David Beatty will share Organ 
repertoire. 

June 7 - America’s 250th birthday celebrated 
with music at the Naval Academy Chapel. 

These events are still in the planning stages; 
details to come! 

JOB LISTINGS 
This link brings you to detailed job descriptions 
for the job postings listed below. 
https://annapolisago.org/job-openings/  

St. James' Episcopal Parish in Lothian, MD 
seeks a gifted musician to serve as organist and 
choirmaster to plan, rehearse, and conduct the 
music for weekly liturgies and special services, 
with the assistance of regular volunteer musicians 
and instrumentalists hired for special liturgies. 

Calvary United Methodist Church in Annapolis 
is seeking a talented and dedicated Organ/Piano 
Accompanist to support weekly worship services, 
choir rehearsals, and special events under the 
direction of our Music Director. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Waldorf, MD 
seeks a part-time Director of Music to play the 
piano and organ and direct a small all-volunteer 
choir.

MARCH 7th WORKSHOP 
WITH MONICA BERNEY 

Monica Berney 
graduated 
from Rice 
University’s 
Shepherd 
School of 
Music in 
Houston, 
Texas in 2019 
with Bachelor 

and Master’s degrees in organ performance.  
She then continued her studies at Curtis 
Institute where she earned an Artist Diploma 
after studying with Alan Morrison.  She has 
performed in multiple AGO conventions and 
was the winner of the Regional Competition for 
Young Organists (Southwest Region) in 2015.  
She has also performed in venues nationwide 
including the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los 
Angeles.  See her website 
https://www.monicaberney.com/ to learn more.  
She is a church organist who maintains an 
active calendar of performances around the 
country. 

Monica will join us on March 7th to conduct a 
master class/workshop at St. Martin’s Lutheran 
Church in Annapolis.  Bring your music and 
come ready to play for Monica, and she will 
give you guidance with registration, expression 
and interpretation.  She is known as being a 
gifted teacher!  Surely you have repertoire that 
you learned recently - this is an excellent 
opportunity to learn new ways to bring your 
music to life on the beautiful 3-manual Möller 
organ.  Click here to see a video of the 
instrument:  
https://www.stmartinsannapolis.org/ministries/
music-ministry 

We look forward to seeing you Saturday, March 
7, 9:30am - 12noon, at St. Martin’s Lutheran 
Church, 1120 Spa Rd., Annapolis.  We will have 
a break for refreshments and fellowship; please 
email betsy.lord@iCloud.com if you would like 
to bring food.  See you there! 
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AGO CERTIFICATION ’26 
REMAINING TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

SPC Monthly Study Groups remaining 
January - February 
Mondays at 7pm EST 
5 Sessions Total 
January 26th, 2026 - 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/NiGU_u1
xSE6DBeAx1IEF9Q 

February 9th, 2026 - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ihtejF6v

RqWH_EN0yeqRLA 
 

May CAGO and Upper-Level Exams Study 
Groups at 7pm EST 
Tuesday, April 14th, 2026 - CAGO Written Exam - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/l8xLRco9

Q36EO8wsbXfD5g 
Monday, April 20th, 2026 - CAGO Repertoire and 

Keyboard Skills - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/X6GDQk

HZQbCudiSeRkifZQ 
Monday, April 27th, 2026 - Fugue (CAGO, AAGO, 
FAGO) - 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-
Kq0mA2MRvidWUNzeDf1XQ 
Monday, May 4th, 2026 - Ear Tests (AAGO, FAGO, 

ChM) - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2J9Q25p

8S4uhNh2l_2Mqsw 
Tuesday, May 12th, 2026 - Compositional 

Techniques (AAGO, FAGO, ChM) - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/k64-

vtRkQ-iHW4_KDEE7nQ 

FEBRUARY ANTIPHON 
Please send submissions for our next issue  
to Kerry Heyes, kadams61@yahoo.com by  
January 20th.  Thanks! 

AGO WEBSITE - agohq.org 

Updates have made things easier when 
renewing dues. You may also want to explore 
new features on the website.  Here is an easy 
step-by-step guide:  
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Welcome-
to-our-new-website-
.html?soid=1130570232331&aid=NRrPX8fKqLs 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 Dean:  Bill Gilligan 

 Sub-Dean: Paul Griffin 

 Secretary:  Cindy Carlton 

 Treasurer:  Scott Romanoski 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Class of 2026: Ben Garcia, Michael A. Clarke 

Class of 2027: Kerry Heyes, Betsy Lord 

Class of 2028: Ben Touzeau, Diane Kinsley 

CHAPTER WEBSITE 
annapolisago.org 

CHAPTER EMAIL 
AGOAnnapolis@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/AnnapolisAGO 
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